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When we : look over ‘they various “newspapers and periodicals of 
the day, and read of the signal displays of saving grace, and di- 
vine power, we are ready to exclaim, ‘*What hath God wrought!” 
The true ministers of Christ Jesus seem more engaged, at pre- 
sent, to promote the good cause of God, than they have appeared 
to be since the days of primitive christianity. The western ' 
countiy so recently inhabited by roaming savages, and beasts of ; 









































prey, is not only presenting an aspect of high cultivation, by ci- 
vilized man; but also, one general and soul-cheering scene of gos- 
pel light and religious improvement. Hundreds and thousands of 
our fellow creatures, who were recently “sitting in the valley and 
shadow of death,” have been enlightened by the “Son of right- 
eousness” and joyfully participated in the riches of grace, and the 
joys of salvation. Who that wishes well to Zion, can contrast 
the present improved and improving state of religious society, 
with what it was thirty years ago,.and not feel sincere emotions 
ef gratitude to the Great Head of the church? Some of our fa- 
thers in the ministry, who still ‘‘sound the alarm on the walls of 
Zion,” remember the days past, when they could not pass and 
re-pass from one settlement to the other, without exposing them- 
selves to the scalping knife and tomahawk of merciless savages. 
They heard no “‘church-going bells.” Churches they had none, 
They collected the scattered inhabitants in little cottages; or 
found them in forts, and preached unto them “the unsearchable 
riches of Christ.” When the din of war was hushed, and peace 
“pervaded our borders, our enterprising fathers hetook themselves 
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to the cultivation of the soil, and soon converted the wild wastes 
of the west, into fruitful fields and beautiful meadows. In the 
mean time, religious societies were organized, and grew with the 
growth of our country. Let us praise God for what he has done. 
and be encouraged to go on in the great work with re-doubled en- 
ergy. What has been done, though great, is a mere pledge of 
what he willdo, if we use the means aright which ke has put in 
our power. Let us rally around the banner of our victorious 
Leader, until multiplied thousands lay at his feet their weapons 
of warfare, and unite with the armies of the King of kings. We 


are encouraged by infallible prophecy, to look for still betterdays 


—days in which the church shall embrace in its fostering arms. 
the great mass of mankind, happily reformed by the gospel of 
Christ: —Days in which one shall have,no cause to say to another, 
‘“Know ye the Lord; for allshall know him from the least to the 
greatest.” 


SEASONS OF FESTIVITY. 

It has been the practice ofall nations, from time immemorial. 
to set apart one or more days, annually, as seasons of rejoicing, in 
memory of the great or important events in their political or ec- 
clesiastical history. This custom is well calculated to produce 
the most salutary effects upon religious or political communities, 
when properly conducted; but, when they are observed as days of 
pleasure, or amusements; rather than rational thanksgiving and re- 
joicing, it tends more to the encouragement of vice, than virtue 
or patriotism. 

Weare led to reflect on this subject, by the manner in which 
most of our fellow-citizens, and too many professors of religion 
exercise themselves on the arrival of Christmas«lay, Newyears- 
day, the 8th of January, the 4th of July, &c. Instead of return- 
ing thanks to the great Author of these blessings and glorious 
events which are annually celebrated, no small portion of the 
community exercise themselves as mad-men, or maniacs. They 
blaspheme the name, and abuse the benefactions of the kind “Giv- 
er of every good and perfect gift,” and thus convert the richest 
blessings of heayen into the most awful curses. 
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Christ’s-mass, contracted to Christmas, was instituted in honor 
and memory of Christ. But in most cases, it is celebrated more 
like a feast of Bacchus the god of wine or drunkenness, than a * 






Christian ordinance. 
And how is the first day of January most generally hailed ? 
With acclamations of christian joy? With tokens of gratitude 







tothe Preserver of our lives? No: it is too frequently the case, f 






that we enter on its concerns, as if we were determined to pledge 





ourselves and our all tothe enemy of souls, to spend and be i " 





spent in his disgraceful cause. May kind heaven pity the weak- 





ness of our nature, and bring wandering prodigals home to their 
kindest friend. 






AN APPEAL TO THE METHODISTS, 

In opposition to the changes proposed in their Church Government. 

By Tuomas E. Bonp, M. D. A Local Preacher of said Churoh 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 812.) 

But Mr. McCaine would not only break this common bond of 
union, but the more certainly to effect the dissolution of the ec- 
clesiastical confederacy, which so happily subsists between the 
different Annual Conferences, he would clothe each Conference 
with legislative powers, by which can only be meant the power 
to make discipline and the regulations, according to which 
discipline is to be exercised and enforced. ‘The conse- 
quence would be, that each conference would havea discipline of 
its own, aad what would be forbidden to a Methodist in one Con- ‘ 
ference, might be allowed and sanctioned in another: we should 
thus be dissociated by the very terms of membership, and be no 
longer brethren of the same household and family. 

It is true, the author of this scheme, proposes to hold us to- 
gether by a General Conference, composed of lay, local, and itin- 
erant delegates from the several Annual Conferences; but, inde- 
pendently ‘of the diflic ulty and expense of assembling them, the 
Rey. author seems greatly at a loss to find them business, after he 
gets them together; as he had already clothed the Annual Confer- 
énces with legislative powers. He seems to have had in his eye, 7 
the different “state legislatures and the Congress of the United va 
States, but the fatal want of analogy, whic h runs through this 
whole scheme of modelling the church polity upon the plan of our 
civil institutions, is peculiarly obvious here. There are no for- 
eign relations to manage and provide for—no foreign commerce 
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to regulate—no judicatories to establisli—no taxes to levy, no im- 
posts tolay, &c.X%c. The projector is, therefore, under the ne- 
cessi'y of confinmg his Methodist congress, to amending the con- 
stitution and the Docraines of the church. Our doctrines, we 
hope, are not now to be settled, and as to the constitution which he 
proposes, we have never heard of a government, that had declar- 
ed to the world a determination to revise and amend their consti- 
tution and form of government every four years. It is true, all 


good governments provide the means of amending their constitu- 


tion, when experience shall have shown it to be defective, but 
Mr. McCaine is the first who ever proposed a plan of govern- 
ment, in which the supreme legislature should be required to mect 
periodically, to tinker at the constitution. As to the general mis- 
sions he speaks of, it is obvious, that no conference which meets 
only once in four years could superintend or provide for any mis- 
sien whatsoever. Our missions have, heretofore, been conducted 
by those Annual Conferences who were located nearest the field 
of labour; and there the business ought to remain, whatever other 
schemes of reform be adopted. 

But the author is not tenacious of his plan; only graat a lay and 
local representation in the legislature of the church, and he is 
willing to give up all the other ‘items’ of his project. ‘But re- 
presentation from the local ministry and laity, vy the help of God, 
he will never relinquish.” We must say, that if he believes all 
that he has written inthe previous part ofhis book, and would be 
satisfied with this, he offers a base and disgraceful compromise. If 
we believed, as he asserts, that the government of the Methodist 
Eiscopal Church, originated in falsehood, and has been perpetu- 
ated by fraud and forgery, we would disdain to make any com- 
promise at all with the authors of it: he would be satisfied with 
nothing which did not go to overthrow the whole establishment, 
and, wipe from the remembrance of all men, this foul blot on the 
character of Methodism. 

Mr. McCaine ought to have given us his plan for defraying the 
expenses of his double delegation. He must have discovered 
that local preachers, at least, are not disposed to attend confer- 
ences at (heir own expense, and without some compensation for 
their time. They have had a conference of their own, in which 
they have been permitted to manage their own affairs, in their 
own way, ever since 1820. One of these conferences was as- 
signed to each Presiding Elder’s district, a small space compared 
to the extent of an Annual Conference district—yet, in most pla- 
ces, they either never met at all, or have dissolved themselves. 
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finding it ampossible to induce the local brethren to attend, ou ac 
count of the expense and loss of time which was involved in the 
duty 

it must not be alleged that the business which the Local Con- 
ferences were empowered to do, was not of sufficient conse- 
quence to induce their attendance; for they alone could gran: and 
renew licences to local preachers—had an appe llate jui adie lion 
in the case of any of their members, who might think themselves 
aggrieved in any court below; and, moreover, were alone author- 
ized to recommend each other to Deacons’ and Elders’ orders. 
Nay, inthe memorial of the Baltimore local or district conference, 
to the General Conference of 1524, (Vide Wesleyan Repository, 
vol. iii, page 476,) they speak in the highest terms of the utility 
of this association; and felicitate themselves, and the connexion 
generally, on the practical good already experienced from them. 
And yet this very District Conference, at their last meeting, 
did not consist of more than ten out of, perhaps, one hundred 
members. 

Upon the whole, the Rev. and learned author’s scheme of re- 
presentation—the result of seven years discussion in the Wesley- 
an Repository and the Mutual Rights, is more imperfect in iis or- 
ganization, and destructive in its tendencies — any of the plans 
heretofore suggested. The publishing of it, however, will have 
one good effect; it will confirm the nies now entertained by the 
great body of our ministry and membership, that there is no analo- 
gy between civil governments and ecclesiastical communities; 
and, therefore, that all attempts to model the regulations of the 
one upon the ‘institutions of the other, is necessarily futile and 
re 

e proceed now to make a few remarks on some lighter mat 
soi cwlhchroonld not well be brought in before—And first, we 
have been repeatedly told that nothing is required by the reform- 
ers but what obtains in the economy of other churches. We as 
sert, on the contrary, that nothing like the government proposed 
by our reformers exists inany church with which we are acquaint- 
ed; unless it be that which was adopted by the seceders from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, who held their convention in the 
city of New York, during the past year; and who have so hand- 

somely parodied and burlesqued the decleration of independence 
of these United States. 

The representative government proposed by our reformers, so 
far as we can judge of it fromthe general outlines they have giv- 
en, isnot at all on the plan of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
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this country; for they have a house of bishops as an independent 
branch of the legislature, the members of which, individually, 
hold their situation for life; and, collectively, have a veto or neg. 
ative on all the acts of the lower house, composed of clerical and 
lay delegates. As to the argument in favor of the practicability 
of a lay delegation in our church, drawn from the attendance of 
such delegates in the state and general conventions of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church, we admit that we may find it practicable 
too when we can consent that our delegates shall require nothing 
more, to make them eligible, than the mere circumstance of their 
attending public worship in our congregations, and contributing 
to the support of our ministry—when we agree to delegate the 
power of legislating for the church, to those who are not commu- 
nicants—make no profession of experimental religion, and who 
are not subject to the discipline of the church. We may, per- 
haps, find among these enough who are able to bear the expenses 
of such a dignity—but in the church not many rich men are found, 
as it is no easier for rich men to be saved now than in the primi- 
tive age of christianity. 

But if the proposed government does not resemble the Protes- 
tant Episcopal church, much less does it conform to that of our 
Presbyterian brethren; for with them there are no popular peri- 
Odical elections for lay delegates. The ruling elders alone being 
eligible; and these officers being appointed for life, or during 
good behaviour, a man may be a Presbyterian all his life time, 
and never have an opportunity to show his consequence or try 
his popularicy, in a contested election for lay delegates. 

The Congregationalists and Baptists, having no general legis- 
lative assembly, do not of course furnish the model from which our 
reformed plan of government is to be drawn: and as to the 
Friends there is never any voting among them on any occasion 
whatever; and perhaps there is no part of the peculiar govern- 
ment of that exemplary people, which has tended so much to 
preserve them in peace and fellowship, as this feature of their 
very interesting economy. 

Among the complaints which have been made against our pre- 
sent system of government, the originator and leader of the pro- 
jected reformation, denounces the rule of our discipline which re- 
quires the meeting in class, as a condition of membership. (Vid. 
Wes. Rep. vol. 1, page 329.) He contends that it is an unscrip- 
tural condition, and that the church has no right to impose it. It 
is not objected, that these meetings are useless or hurtful; on the 
contrary, they are acknowledged to be a means of grace, emi- 
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acuily calculated to promote the spiritual interests of the charch 
—and we may add, that toa church, under the direction of an 
itinerating ministry, they are indispensable. For such a minis- 
try could not, w ithout the aid of this, or some similar institution, 
effectually execute the duties of a pastor. The limited term of a 
preacher’s appointment to any circuit or station, renders it impos- 
sible for him to form an intimate personal er with the 
members of his charge, and hence, he could not know whether 
they were walking as becometh the gospel—whether they were 
individually growing in grace, or backsliding in heart from God. 

Without it, no moral discipline could be enforced, no pastoral da- 
ties perfor med, or any wanty of sentiment in doctrine Ss, preserved 
amongst the members of the church.—Now surely, that which is 
confessedly necessary to the promotion of piety, peace and love, 
without which, the spirituality of the church would decay, and 
her communion be thrown open to those, who have neither the 
fear of God before their eyes, nor his love in their hearts—can- 
not be without scripture warrant. The propriety of suca condi- 
tions of communion, must be clearly inferrible from the doctrines 
and precepts of the gospel, which the church is bound to incul- 

cate and enforce upon all ‘her members. But, if the reformers 
insist upon changing the rule which makes it obligatory upon our 
members to meet in class, because there is no positive scriptural 
command for it, they must also give up infant baptism, and the 
administration of the communion to females, for there is no such 
commandment, for either the one or the other. 

Before we conclude, we must be allowed to enter our protest 
against the appeal which has been made to the worLp against our 
government and discipline; because we deny the competency of 
that tribunal, to try the matter at issue. We deny it, not only on 
constitutional but on scriptural grounds. We are commanded by 
an authority higher than that of any temporal power, not to be 
conformed to the world; and, of course, may not make any com- 
promise with it, in any thing which relates to our duty as chris- 
tians. ‘The people of the world may come to us, but we must 
not go over to them, in matters concerning either our doctrines or 
discipline. The tribunal, then, before which the Rev. Mr. Shinn 
has arraigned the church, has no jurisdiction in the case, either 
original or appellate. Besides, this tribunal has long since pre- 


judg red the cause : and the charge of tyranny and inordinate love of 


power, which is preferred against us, will be considered as con- 
clusiv ely proved, when the reverend prosecutor shall have cited 
against our church, the restrictions imposed on her members, in 
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ference to dancing, card-playing and theatrical amusements. 
The world will, no doubt, consider these as very arbitrary restric- 
tions on the natural rights of our members; but we shall not re- 
peal them, nor suffer the violation of them, with impunity, not- 
withstaading. 

The appeal which our reformers have made “‘to the citizens of 
the United States” against us in this controversy is, therefore, 
equally futile and cruel :—futile, because it is not borne out by 
any plausible pretext; and cruel, because it is calculated and in- 
tended to enlist the political feelings of the community against 
their brethren, in order to compel them, by persecutions from 
without, to submit to changes in their church polity, which sophis- 
try and abuse from within, had failed to accomplish. If our re- 
formers should succeed in making our fellow-citizens believe, that 
we have become, or are in dangerof becoming enemies to the gov- 
ernment of our country, by the peculiar organization of our ecele- 
siastical economy—and, thereby, bring upon us, all the evils and 
suflerings ofa political persecution, they may gratify their revenge; 
but they will, nevertheless, fail in their ulterior object. We 
have nat so learned Christ, as not to be willing to suffer for 
righteousness’ sake. While we continue to believe our present 
regulations tend to promote the best interests of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, we will not abandon them, though we are called to suf- 
fer the loss of all temporal things. While we so believe, they 
are, as respects us, identified with the whole system of truth and 
righteousness; and, in such a cause, we are commanded by the Re- 
deemer himself, not to fear them, who can kill the body, and, 
after that, have nothing more that they can do—but to fear him, 
who, afier he hath killed the body, can cast both body and soul 
into hell. 

We confess, however, that we entertain no fears from the mis- 
representations which have been made to the public, with respect 
to our church government, or its anti-republican influence upon 
the members of our religious community. The public cannot be 
expected to be much interested in our family disputes and differ- 
ences; and, as to our politics, we are known to be as much di- 
vided in opinion, as any other part of the community. Our re- 
formers, with all their fine declamation, will not be able to cons 
vince our fellow-citizens, that our ecclesiastical polity exerts an 
unfavourable influence on our political opinions, or, that it has 
any political influence at all; when itis well known, that the Me- 
thod:sts have been divided on every measure which has. agitated 
ikie country since the adoption of the coustitation. The pubjic 
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will not’ believe the “Methodist system of government is it 
nical to the state, while they perceive that it has obviously 
made those, who have come under its discipline, better citizens, 
as well as better men. We hope our countrymen will permit 
us still to regulate our church aflairs, In Our own way—and that, 
if they condescend to judge of our ecclesiastical system at all, 
they will jadg re of the tree by the fruit it bears, and not by the 
fine metaphysical speculations of our disaffected brethren. We 
hope they will not attempt to force us, notwithstanding the ape 
peal of our reformers, to model our chureh government on the 
plan of the civil government of our country, excellent as it is; 
forreally it does not suit us—we are not aanpete nt to the man- 
agement of so cae atec: a machinery, and the simple desiga of 
our association, renders it toiaily annece ssary to us—it would 
‘embarrass us with too much regulat ion.’ Besides, we doubt 
whether our reformers are aware of the consequences which 
would grow out of this principle of conformity. If we admit the 
political obligation to conform our ecclesiastical polity to the 
civil constitution of our country, it would follow, that in every 
country towhich the Methodists shall hereafter carry the gospel, 
and succeed in forming a church, they will be’ under the same 
necessity to conform their church government to the existing civil 
establishments of that country—whether they be republican, 
monarchial, aristocratical, or absolutely despotic. And, what is 
worse, the Methodist Episcopal Church, must, on this principle, 
not oaly change her present government, but we must have foo 
governments; for a part of the church is-in Canada, where the 
civil government is monarchial. If it be true, that an argument 
which proves too much, refutes itself, no argument was ever more 
completely overthrown, than that which is drawn from the 
coustitution of the United States, m favour of the revolution in 
our church government, contended for by our reformers. 


CONCLUSION. 


We have shown in the preceding observations, that the ques 
tion which the Methodists are called upon to decide, is one of no 
ordinary importance. It is not about some modification, or amend- 
ment of the present system that we contend. The question to 
be settled is, whether we will abolish the present system of church 
polity, under which we have so long prospered, and through the 
instrdinentality of which, so much good lias been done, and adopt 
a new one—whether refusing to profit by the lessons of experi- 
mee, we shall let go what we have proved to be good, and enter 
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upon acourse of experiments in chureh government. Experiment: 
too, which propose advantages, the attainment of which is 9; 
least doubtful; but which involve in their consequences, evils feay. 
ful in amount, and interminable in duration, To this we object, 
because— 

1. We have seen that we are not bound to enter upon these ey. 
periments by scriptural authority; for the scriptures have imposed 
no exclusive form of government on the church, but have left hey 
to regulate her outward economy, according to the circumstance: 
in which she may happen to be placed. 

2. We have shown that the right of representation in the lait, 
and local preachers, is not, and cannot be sounded on an analogy, 
between the natural rights of the citizen, and the conventional 
rights of a member of our church—for no such analogy exists. 
It is vain to appeal to the civil institutions of our country, or the 
principles on which they are so happily founded, in support wu 
these fancied rights; for our civil and ecclesiastical governments 
have no attributes, in common, with each other. They originated 
differently—are instituted with intentions totally ditlerent—and 
severally exercise an authority, in which there is no one point of 
resemblance. The specious appeal then, to our political feelings, 
is declamation, not argument—it may amuse, but it cannot con- 
vince us—we must have some better reasons for the measure, be- 
fore we risk an experiment, the result of which, no sagacity can 
fully appreciate; and the evil effects of which, no human wisdom 
may be able to repair. 

3. We have insisted, that no changes oughtto be made, which 
have no better foundation than abstract, metaphysical speculation, 
on the natural rights of mankind. Because such speculations are 
endless: and if once admitted, as principles on which changes in 
our government are to be predicated, there is no anticipating the 
results, or the consequences. We have not objected to any alter- 
ations, the utility of which can be clearly pointed out—but we 
are not willing to alterour economy on any other terms. That 
which experience has proved to be eminently useful, we beg leave 
to retain, however it may be cavilled at by would be metaphysi- 
erans and philosophers; for we are exhorted to prove all things, 
and hold fast that which is good; and we believe the advice is 
as wholesome, as the authority is unexceptionable. : 

4, The utility or expediency of a lay and local representation 
has not been shown by the reformers. As we have seen, they 
have contented themselves with the discussion of the principle 1 
the abstract, without condescending to tell us how it can be ap 
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plied with advantage, or even with safety, to our peculiar circum, 
ne es as achur i. 

The reformers have not pointed out avy object of legislation, 
which remains to be effected by our General Conference, that 
demands the aid of an additional body of delegates : and we have 
seen that if we subtract from the business of the Confer- 
ence, all that is already done to the satisfaction of our reformers; 
and all that relates exclusively to the travelling preachers, there 

will remain no subject of legislation, which coulc | justify us in put- 
ting any thing to hazard, for the purpose of effecting the wouder- 
ful project with which we have been so long entertammed. And, 
we think, itis clearly obvious, that it would put to hazard much 
that has been heretofore deemed of vital importance. All ne 
1S ae in peace and concord—all that is commendable w 
brotherly kindness and charity, would be put in seoparey = at eve ce 
successive election; and how many elections it would give rise to 
it isimpossible to foretell. 

6. ‘There is one argument against the utility, aud even the fun- 
damental principle of this scheme of representation, which, if the 
reader has not particularly remarked, we beg him agaio to review; 
both because we think it most conclusive, and because it applies 
with equal foree to all the different plans which have been sug- 
rested, or which can be proposed on this subject. It shows the 
relation of the delegate to his coustitucats, to be necessarily irres- 
ponsible, from the impossibility of their exercising that oversiglit 
of his individual doings, as would be nece ssary to secure the 
faithful representation of their sentiments and circumstauces in 
the legislature of the church. 

Of the impracticability of this scheme of reform, we think 
the impartial reader will, by this time, have been fully convinced. 
We have clearly demonstrated that it cannot be effected without 
authorizing the Conference to levy a DIRECT TAX On the members; 
and of expelling from the church all who refuse or neglect to pay 
the imposition. 

The consequences which would grow out of such a mea- 
sure as this are not at all conjectural—whatever may be said 
of the ‘‘visignary theories,” which belong to the contemplated 
reformation. 

[n short, the project presented by our disaffected members, {s 
a bold and reckless mnovation; for the adoption of which, we 
have neither the plea of necessity—the prospect of ut ility, or 
the sanction of experience. Necessity, there cannot be, because 
it is acknowledged that. the success of the present ayatem, in ct 
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fecting the great objects of its institution, is without parallel ix 
the modern history of the christian church. The utility of the 
proposed changes is not the ground on which their advocates 
have urged them; or, on which they have relied for success, 
And, as to experience, all the lessons which it teaches, go to 
show that every system of church polity, is dangerous in propor- 
{ion to the contest for pre-eminence and distinction which it wil! 
roduce; for these contentions must inevitably loosen the only 
yonds by which a christian commumty can be held together; 
namely, those of charity and brotherly kindness. And we confi- 
dently believe, that whoever considers, without partiality or pre- 
judice, the whole project of revolutionizing our church govern- 
ment, will arrive at this conclusion—namely, that the whole 
scheme is impracticable, and to attempt it, would inevitably des- 
troy our itinerant ministry—weaken the connexion which now 
subsists between the several Annual Conferences—and, ultimate- 
ly, produce a dismemberment of the church. 

We submit this appeal to the Methodists, with confidence, 
that it will be read with attention, and considered with care, on 
account of the importance of the subject. We delayed writing, 
for along time, with the hope, that some person more competent, 
and who had more leisure, would have petformed the task+in 
this, we were disappointed, and nothing remained, but to do our 
duty as wellas we could. If our arguments are solid they will 
not fail of their effect, on account of the imperfect manner in 
which they are exhibited; “for truth needs no ornament; all she 
borrows from the pencil is deformity.” We should have avoided 
decoration and ornament, even if it had offered: we ‘designed 
plain truth for plain people.” 

We will add, what we are sure will give satisfaction to the 
lovers of peace on both sides, whatever may be their opinions of 
all the rest of our book—namely, that when our local brethren, 
among the reformers, shall abate somewhat of their pretensions, 
and the lay reformers shall be satisfied with a representation, based 
on the broad ground of expediency alone, without any reference 
to abstract principles; we have terms of pacification to propose, 
on which we think all parties may safely meet and happily unite. 
These terms, however, are as yet our own, having never com- 
municated our views to any member or minister of the church of 
either party: and while the reformers continue in their present 
temper, it will probably be useless to propose any thing which 
does not quadrate with their “visionary theories. It must not be 
inferred, that we think any sort of lay or local representation neces- 
sary. Jf we propose any thing it will be only for the sake of peace. 
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REVTV ALS. 
From the Christian Advocate and Journal. 
UPPER CANADA. 

Extract of a letter from the Rev. Bishop Hedding, to Francis 
Hall, Esquire, of this city, dated Middlebury, Vermont, Noy. 
5, 1827. 

“T have just returned from Upper Canada. The work of God 
is going on gloriously among the Indians. The calls for mission- 
ary labours, and missionary money are continually increasing.” 


— 


From the Christian Advocate and Journal. 

Georgia, Walton Cwreuit, Nov. 8, 1827 
On this circuit we have had a gracious work during the year, 
in many places, but not until some time in August did it become 
general. Our camp-meetings commenced about this time, ‘The 
two first days of our second camp- -meeting, we were confined to 
our tents by the constant showers of rain, but our good Lord did 
not despise the day of small and feeble thiags, for although we 
were almost destitute of labourers, and the number of persons 
unusually small, not exceeding seven or eight hundred at any time, 
it resulted in the conversion of seventy souls. It was now the 
work began to spread from neighborhood to neighborhood, and 
the cry for mercy was heard in almost every direction. The 
work continued to increase until the 11th of October, when we 
were favored with our third camp-meeting, held in Newton coun- 
ty. The meeting was published by the elder to have commenced 
on Saturday the 12th; but such was the anxiety of the people that 
the lines of a large encampment were nearly filled onthe evening 
previous, whenthe work commenced and continued to grow un- 
tilthe ery of mercy was heard in every tent; never have I seen so 
many persons solemnly affected on any occasion. From fifteen to 
twenty were converted at different times when called into the al- 
tar. The last morning arrived: the trumpet gave the last invita- 
tion to attend the stand—all repaired thither; the scene was so- 
lemn and yet glorious; a divinely religious feeling rested on 
preachers and people in the commencement of the morning’s ser- 
vice,—after the usual remarks by the elder, the converts were in- 
vited to come into the altar, when two hundred and forty-nine 
resented themselves for admission into the church. From 
information since obtained, we have no doubt but there were 
three hundred souls converted at this meeting. This work is stil? 

progressing. F. P. NORSWORTHY 
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A writer of the Christian Advocate and Journal, among many 
ether useful remarks, has the following: 

“The standard of Christian experience throughout our country, 
is evidently on the rise. Christians are no longer satisfied with 
merely entering upon the threshold ofa religious life, and learning 
its first rudime ats, but are going onto perfection, and are com- 
ing up by thousands to the help of the Lord against the mighty, 
and, to use the language of the Psalmist, both young men and 
maidens, old men and children, are singing praises to our God, 
Sin and unholiness are finding fewer advocates with professing 
Christians, and the time has gone by (never, I hope, to return) 
when darkness and doubts were set down as the br ightest_ and 
most convineing evidence of a change of heart. Noris the faith- 
ful servant of God, who walks in the light of his countenance, 
who finds “his path growing bright and bri ghter to the perfect 
day,” and whose full heart over flows with Jove to God and zeal 
for his fellow « creatures, so soon and sodecisively set. down for an 
ignorant enthusiast or designing hypocrite, as was fermerly the 
case. Many of the dark dogmas which have been disadvanta- 
geous to the Christian world, in <e days, are slowly yet steadi- 
Jy passing away like a dark cloud, which, for a season, obscures 
the lightof the sun, and diffuses its chilling influence around, at 
last rolls away to be succeeded by a warmer sun and a brighter 
sky. The term “Christian perfection,” so long and so much 
abused by those who ought to have been its friends, seems to be 
gradually merging into the more definite and perhaps more scrip- 
tural one of holiness. Whether the latter term be more conso- 
nant to Scripture than the former is of but little moment, so long 
as they are the same iuefiect. Yet there is this advantage in the 
use of the latter, which its advocates cannot fail to discover, 
namely, that it admits of less evasion, is less liable to be misun- 
derstood, and cannot be misrepresented by those who have an 
interest in concealing the truth. 

“The future prospects of our church, as well as of the Chris- 
tian world at large, are indeed most cheering; and we may confi- 
dent!y assert, that there never was a time when so many of its 
members were “hungering and thirsting after righteousness, and 
seeking the fulness of the blessings of the gospel of peace,” 4s at 
the present time. This furnishes a key to the rapid increase and 
unexampled prosperity which we have witnessed in past years, 
especially the last, and holds out, in bright perspective, the com- 
plete fulfilment of ‘the gracious promises which the ADEM? has 
made to his people. Yours, H. W. 
Sharon, Vor. 8, 1827. 
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THER ALMOST CHRISTIAN, 

“If in the dark world of wo, any forlorn wretch will be stung 
9 the heart with a keener feeling of anguish than all others, will 
tnot be the man, who on earth came nearest to the kingdom of 
heaven—and then lost it, for want of one decisive step? As he 
calls to mind the unnumbered mercies here enjoyed—the oft re- 
peated profters of salvation here slighted—and as he lifts his we ep- 
ng eye to that world of glory above.—O, with what bitterness of 
spirit—with what sinking and dying of the heart within him, will 
he exclaim, ‘Time was when I bid fair for a seat in yonder re- 
gion—Wwhen I was well nigh an heir to that incorruptible inheri- 
tance; I did but just miss the path of those realms of light and 
life everlastin, g—just fail of being one in that happy company 
around the throne of God; I had iny hand almost upon a crown 
like one of theirs; a little more, and now, instead of wailing here 
among the lost, I had been seen there among the redeemed " Q, 
that LITTLE MORE! it will bite like a serpent, and sting like an 
adder. Surely, to be sinking forever in the bottomless pit, must 
be damuation enough, without the eve rlasting recollection of hay 
ing plunged from the threshold of heaven.”— Wilcow. 


GOOD EFFECTS OF TRACTS. 


A Profligate reformed by means of a Tract.—‘*The only son of 
uis mother,” says a lady of Pennsylvania, ‘and she was a widow, 
came to reside near us. From correctand moral habits, the youth 
became, under the influence of one older in sin, profligate, a Sab- 

ith:breaker, and profane. ‘The death ofthe Modern Freethinker’ 
was sent him, and from that time his bold career in wickedness 
ended! He is externally reformed, and it remains a wonder what 
ineans could have effected so sudden and so greata change.—.2m 

Magazine. 


A MAN ASSUMING THE PREROGATIVE OF GOD. 

There are about 400 Irishmen at work onthe Canal at Enfield 
Falls, Conn. Most of them are Romanists. A few days since 
one of them died. He had no priest by him to receive his con- 
fession, and give him absolution before his death. Immediately 
after his dece vase, three or four of his countrymen engaged an 
inhabitant of Suffield, to convey the body to Albany, N. ¥. where 
there was a Romish Priest. These friends accompanied the 
corpse in the same wagon. On their arrival in Albany, for the 
sum of 30 dollars, the Priest gave absolution to the soul and body 
ofthe dead man, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
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the Virgin Mary, the Holy Angels, and the spirits ot departeg 
Saints. So ended this scene of spiritual wickedness in high pla- 
ces. And the surviving parties returned satisfied that the sou! 
of their friend was safe and happy—Chr. Sec. 


SCHOOL MASTERS. 

Of all professions and employments in the world, a schoo! 
master for teaching youth, is of the greatest importance to man- 
kind; for next to the Creator, he has the formation of them. A 
great gentus may be crushed in the bud and die—a little genius 
may be cultivated to a good growth and live, which without 
great care would have perished.—Dr. James Houston’s me- 
motrs. 


HAPPINESS IN DEATH. 

Samuel Fay died at ten years of age, and a short time before hy 
expired he gave his Bible to his brother, saying “‘I give you this 
Bible. It is an old one, but it isa precious one. It has been a 
great blessing to me. The comfort I now feel I got from this 
book. [am going to heaven, and from this Bible it was that | 
learned the way. Study it, and treasure up these things in you 
mind. Remember mine are the words of adying brother. May 


this book make you happy on your dying bed.” 
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POETRY. 


FOR THE MESSENGER 
When death that common fate appears 
In dark despair or many tears; 
The mind no rest or pleasure sees 
In such a state of miseries. 
The wandering mind postpones, delays, 
And natures debt unwilling pays. 
The drooping spirit takes its flight 
To other world’s of darkest night; 
Then cry the friends as billows roar 
“Tis gone! alas! and seen no more.” 
But here, e’en here, a rest is found, 
In christian faith or truth profound 
In hope of heav’n the glories rest, 
And of the loads of sin bereft. 
*T is this that makes the dying soul 
Rejoice in death, and hell control; 
And say “Thy sting, O death, is sweet, 
And grave my happiness complete.” 
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